
WEEK 1: Fall 2025 
RECAP 

 

The Yellowjackets opened their Fall 2025 campaign in convincing fashion with a 5–3 win over the Threshers, 
powered by rookie sensation Trey McMillen’s hat trick performance. McMillen wasted no time making his 
mark, striking twice in the opening period—once unassisted and once off a setup from veteran Eric Murray. 
The Threshers answered late in the frame on a power-play goal from Kenny Jacobson, but momentum clearly 
tilted toward the Yellowjackets early. 

The second period showcased the Yellowjackets’ depth, with Rob Malone burying a feed from McMillen, and 
Ryan Twigg netting what stood as the game-winner just three minutes later. The Threshers struggled to 
generate sustained pressure, managing only four shots in the frame compared to the Yellowjackets’ eight. 
By the end of 24 minutes, the Jackets held a 4–1 cushion, keeping goaltender John Belanger well-protected 
between the pipes. 

In the third, the Threshers mounted a late surge. Scott Ormiston and Duncan Morrissey each lit the lamp to 
cut the deficit to one, but McMillen sealed the outcome with his third goal of the night at 2:09, assisted by 
Chris Boussy. Final shots were nearly even, with the Threshers at 21 and the Yellowjackets at 22, but 
Belanger’s steady play secured the win. McMillen’s breakout debut not only led all scorers, but also set the 
tone for what could be a special season for the Yellowjackets. 

 

 



Bulls’ Killion Nets Hat Trick in 9–4 Triumph Over Monarchs 

The Bulls flexed their offensive firepower in a 9–4 win over the Monarchs, led by John Killion’s three-goal, 
one-assist performance. After falling behind early on a goal from Dan Buckingham, the Bulls roared back 
with three straight tallies in the opening frame. Killion opened the scoring for his side, followed by Rich Fuller 
and Tom Powers, giving the Bulls a 3–1 advantage before the Monarchs trimmed it to 3–2 just before 
intermission. 

The second period continued the back-and-forth pace. Killion struck again unassisted, but the Monarchs’ 
Mark Hayhurst and Ben Perrotta combined to respond. Fuller then buried the game-winner at 3:34, set up by 
Alex Mesheau and Josh Tobias, before the Monarchs closed the gap once more in the final minute. Despite 
being outshot 14–11 in the first, the Bulls found their rhythm and finished the night with a commanding 42–
30 edge in shots on goal. 

In the third, the Bulls overwhelmed the Monarchs with a relentless four-goal barrage. Hingston and Powers 
each added unassisted strikes, while Killion completed his hat trick at 8:24. Fuller capped his own hat trick 
late, finishing a highlight night with three goals and an assist. Goalie Tom Andrade held firm in net, playing 
all 36 minutes to secure the win. With both Killion and Fuller leading the way, the Bulls sent a strong message 
that their offense may be one of the most dangerous in the Winter 2025 campaign. 

 

Kodiaks Claim First Victory With 4–3 Win Over Fellow Expansion Vipers 

In a matchup of two brand-new expansion teams, the Kodiaks earned their first franchise win by outlasting 
the Vipers 4–3. After a scoreless opening frame, both squads traded blows in a wild second period that saw 
six combined goals. Tyler Fiumara opened the scoring for the Kodiaks, but Johnny Camara answered quickly 
for the Vipers. Jack Allen’s unassisted tally briefly restored the lead, only for Albert Clark and Mike McCarthy 
to each respond for the Vipers. Tom Persson’s strike late in the period kept the Kodiaks even at 3–3 heading 
into the final frame. 

The deciding moment came in the third when Robert Mooney netted the game-winner at 11:39, finishing off 
a setup from Jason Bernard. That marker held up as Kodiaks goalie Mark Dwyer shut the door the rest of the 
way, logging all 36 minutes in net. Despite a spirited effort from the Vipers, they were limited to just three 
shots in the final period, a stark contrast to the Kodiaks’ steady offensive push. 

Overall, the Kodiaks outshot the Vipers 29–13, highlighting their offensive control throughout the contest. 
Bernard quietly put together a strong two-assist night, while PJ Senatore contributed on all three Vipers goals 
with a trio of helpers. The game may not have lacked mistakes—penalties for roughing and even a rare 
throwing-stick call—but the intensity reflected two clubs eager to make their mark. For the Kodiaks, this first 
win marks a historic step in what promises to be an exciting rivalry with their fellow newcomers. 



 

Finals Rematch Between Mariners and Knights Ends in Shootout Draw 

The Winter 2025 season delivered early fireworks as the defending champion Mariners and rival Knights 
renewed hostilities in a finals rematch that ended in a dramatic shootout draw. The Mariners controlled the 
opening frame with goals from Rob McDonnell and Alex Lee, building a quick 2–0 lead. The Knights clawed 
back in the second, with Sean Foley and Bill Fisher finding the net to even the score at 2–2 heading into the 
third. 

Momentum swung back and forth in the final period. Mike Fay put the Mariners ahead midway through the 
frame, only for Brian Pineau’s late tally to tie the game at 3–3. Tempers flared as both sides exchanged 
penalties down the stretch, and overtime solved nothing despite power-play opportunities on both ends. The 
rivalry’s intensity was on full display, with each team refusing to give an inch. 

In the shootout, the Knights got strikes from John Hagan and Patrick Sharp, while the Mariners countered 
with clutch finishes from Mike Fay and Rob McDonnell. Goaltenders Mike Ciavattieri and Adam Figlioli stood 
tall in the deciding moments, sealing the deadlock. While the rematch produced no outright winner, it carried 
the same energy and physicality of their championship clash, setting the stage for what could be another 
thrilling season-long battle between two of the league’s most evenly matched clubs. 

 

 

Astros Launch Title Defense With 5–3 Victory Over Hawks 

Fresh off their championship run, the Astros opened the Winter 2025 season in winning fashion, defeating 
the Hawks 5–3 in a fast-paced contest. The first period saw both teams trade goals, with Frank Elwood 
striking first for the Hawks before Mike Fuller responded for the Astros to level the score. That set the stage 
for a decisive middle frame where the champs flexed their depth. 

The second period belonged to the Astros, who outshot the Hawks 10–3 and piled up three goals. Fuller 
buried his second of the night to give the Astros their first lead, followed by tallies from newcomers Jeff Walsh 



and Barry Lines, whose marker at 2:34 stood as the game-winner. The Hawks stayed within reach thanks to 
a goal from Frank Davis, but their limited offensive chances left them chasing throughout. 

In the third, Pete O’Brien extended the Astros’ cushion before Davis struck again late to keep the score 
respectable. Final shots told the story—Astros 25, Hawks 10—with goalie Andrew Pelley giving a steady 
performance. With Fuller’s two goals and Lines’ three-point night leading the way, the defending champs 
wasted no time reminding the league why they finished on top last season. 

 

Vitello Brothers Lift Bolts Past Spartans in 3–1 Season Opener 

The Bolts kicked off their Winter 2025 season with a solid 3–1 win over the Spartans, powered by a two-goal 
night from Mark Vitello. The opening frame saw Andrew Mellen put the Bolts on the board early, converting 
a feed from George Thibeault just over two minutes into the game. Despite being outshot 15–6 in the first, 
goaltender Rick Welch held firm, keeping the Spartans off the board and protecting the slim lead. 

After a scoreless second period, the action ramped up in the third. Vitello struck at 4:36 for what proved to 
be the game-winner, set up by Shaun Vitello and Brian Foley. The Spartans finally broke through moments 
later when Steve Figlioli scored off a pass from Pete Cleary, but the comeback was short-lived. With less 
than a minute to play, Vitello sealed the win with his second of the night, assisted by his brother Peter. 

The Spartans outshot the Bolts 32–20 but couldn’t solve Welch, who made 31 saves in a standout 
performance. Matt Nelson kept his team competitive in the Spartans net, but the Bolts’ timely scoring proved 
the difference. With the Vitello brothers leading the offense and Welch anchoring the back end, the Bolts 
showed they’re poised to be a tough matchup in the season ahead. 

 

Fury Dominate Mountainmen 6–1 Behind House and McCafferty 

The Fury opened their Winter 2025 season with a commanding 6–1 victory over the Mountainmen, riding 
strong performances from Tom House and Joe McCafferty. The first period set the tone as McCafferty struck 
early, and House buried two goals—including the game-winner at 9:06—to give the Fury a decisive cushion. 
Andrew Kuhn briefly answered for the Mountainmen, but the Fury’s relentless attack kept Ron Hughes busy 
in net from the start. 



The second period continued the onslaught as Dave Burke extended the lead before Neil Landry tacked on 
another goal with just four seconds left in the frame. By then, the Fury held a 5–1 advantage and a lopsided 
22–13 edge in shots, leaving little doubt about the outcome. The Mountainmen, unable to generate sustained 
pressure, managed only three shots in the period. 

McCafferty capped his two-goal night with an unassisted tally early in the third, sealing the 6–1 final. The 
Fury outshot the Mountainmen 32–17, with goaltender Brandon Cardoza turning away 16 shots to secure 
the win. Balanced scoring and airtight defense highlighted the Fury’s performance, with House’s two goals 
and Landry’s multi-point night underscoring their depth. For the Mountainmen, it was a rough opener that 
showed the gap between the two sides as they adjust to the pace of the new season. 

 

Zimmer’s Four-Goal Showcase Powers Longhorns Past Reapers 9–3 

The Longhorns opened their season in dominant fashion with a 9–3 victory over the Reapers, led by a 
remarkable four-goal performance from John Zimmer. The Reapers struck first with Arthur Stadnik’s 
unassisted tally, but the Longhorns quickly seized control of the game. Zimmer answered with back-to-back 
markers, and Bob Sideropoulos added another to give the Longhorns a commanding 3–1 lead after the first 
period. 

The second frame saw the Longhorns pull away for good. Sideropoulos buried his second of the night, while 
Zimmer completed his hat trick just minutes later. Brook Conley added two more goals, both assisted by Ed 
Mortell, who quietly racked up a three-assist period. By the end of 24 minutes, the Longhorns held a decisive 
7–1 advantage and a lopsided 26–15 edge in shots on goal, leaving the Reapers with little hope of a 
comeback. 

In the third, Stadnik struck again on the power play for the Reapers, but the Longhorns’ firepower continued. 
Zimmer netted his fourth of the game before John Sances chipped in an unassisted tally to cap the scoring 
for the victors. The Longhorns finished with a 41–21 shots advantage, while goalie Doc Smith stood tall in 
net with 18 saves. With Zimmer’s four goals, Conley’s multi-point effort, and Mortell’s three-assist night, the 
Longhorns showcased their depth and reminded the league that they’ll be a team to watch this season. 

 



 

Chiefs Control Bulldogs 5–2 Behind Burke and Coletti 

The Chiefs came out strong and never looked back, securing a 5–2 win over the Bulldogs in Winter 2025 
action. Mike Coletti set the tone early with a goal just over four minutes into the first, then added an assist on 
Tim Cruz’s strike less than three minutes later. By the end of the opening period, the Chiefs had a 2–0 lead 
and a dominant 12–3 shots advantage. 

In the second, the Chiefs extended their cushion as Andrew Burke netted the eventual game-winner, assisted 
by Steve O’Mara. Goaltender Jeff Nawrocki kept the Bulldogs off the board through two periods, facing just 
nine total shots while his team generated steady pressure. The Bulldogs finally broke through in the third with 
back-to-back goals from Ed O’Brien and Art Caron to cut the deficit to 3–2, sparking hopes of a comeback. 

The Chiefs quickly shut the door, however. Burke buried his second of the night with under five minutes to 
play, set up again by Coletti, before Daron Jacobs sealed the win with a late tally. The final shots favored the 
Chiefs 29–19, highlighting their control throughout the game. With Burke’s two goals and Coletti’s three-point 
night leading the way, the Chiefs showed both scoring punch and balance in a convincing early-season 
victory. 

 

May’s Four-Goal Night Powers Patriots Past Presidents 6–3 

The Patriots shook off a slow start to rally past the Presidents 6–3, thanks to a spectacular four-goal 
performance from Ronnie May. The Presidents looked sharp in the opening frame, capitalizing on goals from 
Mike Sullivan and Jonathan Dwyer to jump ahead 2–0 while limiting the Patriots to just nine shots. Goaltender 
Dan Nason kept the Patriots off the board through the first 12 minutes, but they found their rhythm and turned 
the game around in the second period. 

The Patriots’ offense came alive in the middle frame, striking three times to erase the deficit. May’s first of 
the night opened the scoring, followed by a power-play marker from John Currie and a tally from Chuck 
Kilfoye. Although Chuck Peterson briefly answered for the Presidents, the Patriots entered the third period 
with momentum and a 3–3 tie despite being whistled for two early penalties in the game. 



The final period belonged entirely to the Patriots and their star forward. May took over with a natural hat trick 
in less than three minutes, netting the game-winner at 9:52 before striking again at 9:25 and 7:23. Final shots 
showed the Patriots’ dominance, 30–13, while goaltender Mark Frano turned aside 10 saves to earn the win. 
With May’s offensive explosion leading the way, the Patriots wasted no time showing their potential, securing 
a commanding win in their inaugural season opener. 

 


