
Winter 2026: Week 5 
RECAP 

 

Yellowjackets Roll Past Vipers in 9–2 Offensive Showcase 

The Yellowjackets controlled the game from the opening puck drop, powering past the Vipers 9–2 behind sustained 
pressure and balanced scoring. Early goals from John Petricig and Shay Kilfoye set the tone in the first period as the 
Yellowjackets dominated possession and carried a wide shot advantage throughout the night. 

The second period broke the game open, with the Yellowjackets scoring four more times and turning a close contest 
into a rout. Trey McMillen was at the center of the surge, piling up multiple points and helping generate nearly every 
key scoring play, while Ryan Twigg and Chris Yuknis added to the offensive wave. The Vipers briefly answered with 
goals from Albert Clark and Brendan Bohld, but they were unable to slow the momentum. 

The Yellowjackets sealed the result with three more goals in the third, including Petricig’s second of the night and a 
late finish from Rob Malone. John Belanger earned the win in goal as the Yellowjackets outshot the Vipers 28–13, 
capping a dominant Masters Division performance that showcased their depth and finishing ability. 

 

Bulls Ride Killion’s Big Night to 5–3 Win Over Monarchs 

The Bulls struck early and carried that momentum through a 5–3 victory over the Monarchs in Masters Division play. 
Josh Tobias opened the scoring with an unassisted goal before John Killion added another late in the first period, 
giving the Bulls a 2–0 lead despite the Monarchs staying competitive in shots. 



The second period featured quick swings, as the Bulls extended the lead on a power-play tally from Killion before the 
Monarchs answered almost immediately through Mike Connor. Tom Andrade held steady in net for the Bulls as the 
Monarchs pushed to close the gap, but timely saves kept the Bulls in front heading into the final period. 

Killion took over in the third, scoring twice more to complete a four-goal performance and put the game out of reach. 
The Monarchs made a late push with goals from Jonathan Rae and Kirk Douglas, but the comeback fell short as the 
Bulls held on for the win behind strong finishing and disciplined late-game play. 

 

Kodiaks Blank Knights 5–0 Behind Complete Team Effort 

The Kodiaks controlled play from start to finish, shutting out the Knights 5–0 in a dominant Masters Division 
performance. Andrew MacNeil opened the scoring midway through the first period, and the Kodiaks never looked 
back, carrying the momentum into the intermission while limiting the Knights’ chances. 

The lead grew in the second as Luke Whalen added another goal, continuing a strong stretch of pressure that kept 
the Knights pinned in their own end. Jake Smolinsky was steady in net when called upon, turning aside all 14 shots 
he faced to keep the shutout intact as the Kodiaks dictated the pace. 

The third period sealed the result, with the Kodiaks piling on three more goals, including a power-play marker from 
Whalen and a shorthanded finish from MacNeil. Brandon Blake also found the net as the Kodiaks outshot the Knights 
22–14, capping a convincing all-around win. 

 

Mariners Cruise Past Threshers with 7–2 Win 

The Mariners came out flying and never let up, rolling to a 7–2 victory over the Threshers in a dominant Masters 
Division performance. Rob McDonnell opened the scoring early, and the Mariners followed with two more first-period 
goals to build a quick 3–0 lead, controlling the pace with aggressive puck possession and a strong forecheck. 

The Threshers found a brief spark in the second period with a goal from Michael Thamert, but the Mariners answered 
quickly as Shayne Fryia restored the three-goal cushion just seconds later. Mike Ciavattieri remained steady in net 
while the Mariners continued to pile up shots and keep the Threshers from generating sustained pressure. 

The third period turned into a runaway, with the Mariners scoring three more times to put the game out of reach. 
McDonnell finished with another multi-point effort, Fryia added his second of the night, and Collin Brennan joined the 
scoring before Eric Johnson netted a late consolation goal for the Threshers. The Mariners finished with a 
commanding 32–22 edge in shots to cap a complete team win. 



 

Longhorns Rally Past Fury for 4–3 Victory 

The Fury struck first with a strong opening period, getting goals from Shawn Herron and Tom Hickie to build an early 
2–0 lead despite being heavily outshot. The Longhorns responded quickly, however, as Ed Mortell and John Zimmer 
scored late in the period to even the game at 2–2 and shift momentum heading into the intermission. 

The Longhorns carried that energy into the second period, where Zimmer struck again with an unassisted goal to 
give his team its first lead of the night. Joe Burke settled in between the pipes as the Longhorns controlled 
possession and continued to generate pressure, finishing the game with a decisive edge in shots. 

In the third, the Fury tied things briefly on a goal from Bob Barry, but the Longhorns answered with the game-winner 
from Mike Crisp off another setup by Zimmer. Burke closed the door late as the Longhorns held on for the 4–3 
Classics Division win, completing a comeback fueled by sustained offensive pressure and a standout night from 
Zimmer. 

 

Bolts Pull Away from Astros with Strong Second Period 

The Bolts used a dominant middle frame to take control and skate away with a 4–1 victory over the Astros in Classics 
Division play. After a scoreless first period where both teams traded chances, George Thibeault broke the deadlock 
in the second and quickly followed with his second goal minutes later, giving the Bolts a lead they would not 
surrender. 

Rick Welch was steady in net while the Bolts controlled the pace, and the defense kept the Astros from generating 
sustained pressure through the neutral zone. The Astros pushed back in the third period and briefly cut the deficit 
when Dave Fallon scored, but the Bolts quickly answered to restore control. 

Chris Hanly and Mark Vitello added insurance goals in the final period to seal the win, with Tony Rota contributing 
multiple assists in the attack. The Bolts finished with a slight edge in shots, and their timely scoring proved the 
difference in a well-managed all-around performance. 

 



 

Reapers Jump Early, Defeat Hawks 4–1 

The Reapers wasted no time taking control, scoring three times in the first period to build a commanding lead over 
the Hawks. Dan Sloan opened the scoring before Ronnie May added what stood as the game-winner, and John 
Dunn capped the early surge as the Reapers dictated play and outshot the Hawks through the opening frame. 

The momentum continued in the second period when Scott Kelly scored shorthanded, extending the lead to 4–0 and 
putting the game firmly in the Reapers’ hands. Glen Falvey was steady in net, turning aside chances as the Hawks 
struggled to generate sustained offense and found themselves chasing the game. 

The Hawks avoided the shutout in the third period when Mike Fay found the net, but the Reapers’ defensive structure 
held strong the rest of the way. With balanced scoring and a strong start, the Reapers secured a controlled 4–1 
Classics Division victory. 

 

Mountainmen Outlast Spartans 5–4 in High-Tempo Battle 

The Mountainmen opened the scoring late in the first period and carried that momentum into a wild second frame, 
where both teams traded goals in a fast-paced stretch. Bobby Wright led the charge with two goals, while Jim Daniels 
and Chris O’Keefe also found the net as the Mountainmen built a narrow advantage despite constant pressure from 
the Spartans. 

The Spartans refused to go away, answering repeatedly in the second period behind two goals from Tom Powers 
and another from Matt Thieme to keep the game tight. Both teams pushed the pace, and the lead changed hands 
several times as the intensity increased heading into the third. 

In the final period, the Spartans tied the game on a power-play goal, but the Mountainmen answered quickly when 
Jim Daniels scored his second of the night, which stood as the game-winner. Ron Hughes made key saves late as 
the Mountainmen held off a strong third-period push to secure the 5–4 Classics Division victory. 

 



Patriots Pull Away from Presidents in 4–1 Victory 

The Presidents struck first in the opening period when Kevin Mackin scored unassisted, but the Patriots steadily took 
control as the game progressed. Both teams played a tight, defensive first frame, with matching intensity and limited 
scoring chances despite an even pace. 

The turning point came in the second period when the Patriots scored twice in quick succession. Mike Fay tied the 
game before Rob Newcomb followed moments later with what proved to be the game-winning goal, swinging 
momentum firmly in the Patriots’ favor and forcing the Presidents to chase the game. 

The Patriots sealed the result in the third period with goals from Mark Hallal and Paul Cavan, stretching the lead to 
4–1. David Nadell closed the door in net as both teams finished with 16 shots, and the Patriots’ balanced scoring 
effort carried them to a strong Federals Division win. 

 

Chiefs Shut Out Bulldogs in 6–0 Rout 

The Chiefs controlled the game from the outset, earning a convincing 6–0 win over the Bulldogs in a one-sided 
Federals Division matchup. Jay Faherty opened the scoring in the first period with what stood as the game-winning 
goal, and the Chiefs used that momentum to dictate play while limiting the Bulldogs’ chances. 

The second period broke the game wide open as the Chiefs scored four times in a dominant stretch. Faherty added 
another goal, Andrew Burke and Daron Jacobs chipped in, and Matt Sonnebend joined the attack as the Chiefs’ 
balanced offense overwhelmed the Bulldogs’ defense. Jeff Nawrocki remained sharp in net, turning away every 
opportunity that came his way. 

The Chiefs added one more in the third period when Bill Smolinsky scored unassisted to cap the scoring. Nawrocki 
finished the night with a 17-save shutout, while the Chiefs’ steady pressure and efficient finishing secured a complete 
team victory. 

 


