
Winter 2026: Week 7 
RECAP 

 

Knights Storm Back with Six-Goal Third to Down Bulls 9–4 

The Bulls came out flying with three first-period goals, as Jason O’Connell opened the scoring and later added 
another in the second to give his team a 4–3 lead midway through the game. Early tallies from Bill Hingston and Rob 
Schwartz helped the Bulls seize momentum, but the Knights began chipping away in the second period with goals 
from Chad Gillpatrick, John Hagan, and Colin Garrity to keep the contest tight. 

Everything changed in the third period, when the Knights erupted for six unanswered goals in a stunning offensive 
outburst. Adam Fenton netted the go-ahead goal early in the frame, and the floodgates opened from there. Sean 
Foley scored twice in quick succession, Garrity added another, and Adam Solari capped the surge with two late goals 
to put the game out of reach. 

Nick Anderson earned the win in net as the Knights completed one of the most dramatic turnarounds of the season. 
After trailing by three early, the Knights’ relentless third-period attack powered them to a decisive 9–4 victory. 

 

Vipers Blank Threshers 4–0 in Evenly Matched Battle 

The Vipers delivered a complete performance to shut out the Threshers 4–0, capitalizing on their chances in a tightly 
contested matchup. Tom Doucette opened the scoring in the first period with what stood as the game-winning goal, 
finishing a setup from Mike McCarthy to give the Vipers an early edge. 



Ross Reale extended the lead in the second period, converting off a strong passing sequence to make it 2–0. 
Despite the Threshers firing 29 shots on goal and maintaining steady pressure throughout the game, the Vipers’ 
defensive structure and goaltending held firm. 

In the third period, Jack Molito added an unassisted tally before McCarthy capped the scoring with his fifth of the 
season. Brian Prendeville was outstanding in net, turning aside all 29 shots he faced to secure the shutout in an 
impressive all-around effort. 

 

Yellowjackets Pull Away Late to Defeat Monarchs 6–4 

The Monarchs and Yellowjackets traded blows early in a high-scoring contest before the Yellowjackets erupted in the 
third period to secure a 6–4 victory. Rian Kearney opened the scoring for the Monarchs, but Trey McMillen and Chris 
Boussy responded to give the Yellowjackets the edge. Kirk Douglas evened things up late in the first, and Matt 
Drew’s second-period tally put the Monarchs ahead 3–2 heading into the final frame. 

The game turned dramatically in the third. Mike Kennedy tied it at 3–3, and Boussy struck again to give the 
Yellowjackets momentum. Rob Malone netted the eventual game-winner midway through the period, finishing off a 
setup from Ryan Twigg and Drew Fitzgerald to swing the lead for good. 

Douglas pulled the Monarchs within one late, but McMillen sealed the win with an empty-net goal in the closing 
seconds. John Belanger earned the victory in goal as the Yellowjackets completed the comeback with a four-goal 
third period surge. 

 

Mariners Strike Early, Shut Out Kodiaks 3–0 

The Mariners wasted no time taking control, scoring three times in the opening period on their way to a 3–0 shutout 
victory over the Kodiaks. Chris Robichaud opened the scoring with what proved to be the game-winner, finishing a 
feed from Trevor Malmgren. Malmgren followed with an unassisted tally, and Rob McDonnell added another late in 
the frame to cap the early surge. 

With a three-goal cushion after one, the Mariners shifted to a disciplined, defensive approach over the final two 
periods. The Kodiaks pushed to generate offense but were unable to break through, while the Mariners managed the 
pace and avoided costly mistakes. 

Mike Ciavattieri earned the shutout in net, turning aside every opportunity he faced. The game grew increasingly 
physical as it progressed, highlighted by multiple penalties, but the Mariners maintained composure to secure the 
convincing win. 



 

Astros Edge Hawks 5–4 in Back-and-Forth Battle 

The Astros outlasted the Hawks 5–4 in a fast-paced, back-and-forth contest that featured momentum swings in every 
period. Mike Fay opened the scoring for the Hawks, but the Astros answered with goals from Alan Donaruma, Alex 
Estes, and Joe Schmidt to grab a 3–2 lead after one. Peter Fallon had a pair for the Hawks, keeping the pressure on 
throughout the night. 

Joe Schmidt added his second of the game in the middle frame to extend the Astros’ advantage, but the Hawks 
responded with consecutive goals from Fallon and Ricky Proctor to even things at 4–4 heading into the third. Despite 
being outshot 27–13 overall, the Hawks capitalized on their opportunities to stay within striking distance. 

The decisive moment came late in the third when Barry Lines buried the game-winner off a setup from Estes. Andrew 
Pelley earned the win in goal for the Astros, who held firm down the stretch to secure the narrow victory. 

 

Bolts Blank Spartans Behind Vitello Hat Trick 

The Bolts delivered a complete performance, shutting out the Spartans 5–0 behind a dominant effort from Mark 
Vitello. Vitello opened the scoring midway through the first with what stood as the game-winner, and Chris Hanly 
followed soon after to give the Bolts a 2–0 cushion after one. 

After a scoreless second period, the Bolts broke the game open in the third. Vitello struck twice more to complete the 
hat trick, while Dan Gniadek added an unassisted tally to cap the scoring. Joe Carroll played a key role in the 
offensive surge, contributing multiple assists as the Bolts steadily pulled away. 

Rick Welch earned the shutout in goal, turning aside 18 shots to secure the win. The Spartans kept the shot totals 
close, but the Bolts capitalized on their chances and controlled the key moments from start to finish. 

 

Fury Outlast Mountainmen 7–5 in Offensive Showcase 



The Fury rode a big night from Keith Mello to a 7–5 win over the Mountainmen in a wide-open, back-and-forth battle. 
Mello struck twice in the opening period to give the Fury an early edge, but the Mountainmen answered with goals 
from Rich Greer and Jay Daniels to knot the game at 2–2 after one. 

The momentum swings continued in the second. Greer’s second of the night briefly put the Mountainmen ahead, but 
the Fury responded with three straight goals from Tom Hickie, Shawn Malloy, and Jay DiCarlo to carry a 5–3 lead 
into the third. The Mountainmen refused to fold, getting tallies from Pat Scully and Daniels to even the score once 
again. 

Mello completed his hat trick midway through the third with the game-winner, finishing off a feed from Malloy. Hickie 
added an empty-netter in the final seconds to seal it, while Brandon Cardoza earned the win in goal as the Fury 
prevailed in the high-scoring contest. 

 

Longhorns Pull Away from Reapers in 4–1 Victory 

The Longhorns built momentum early and never let it slip, skating past the Reapers 4–1. John Zimmer opened the 
scoring in the first period off feeds from Ed Mortell and Jim Hutchinson to give the Longhorns a 1–0 lead after one. 

The Reapers responded in the second when Tim Ryan finished a setup from Tom Smith to tie the game. However, 
Zimmer struck again midway through the period, netting the eventual game-winner with help from Brook Conley to 
restore the Longhorns’ advantage heading into the third. 

Mike Crisp added an insurance goal in the final frame, and Mortell sealed the win with an empty-netter in the closing 
seconds. Joe Burke earned the victory in net as the Longhorns held off a steady 19-shot effort from the Reapers to 
secure the win. 

 

Chiefs Blank Patriots 3–0 Behind Nawrocki Shutout 

The Chiefs struck early and controlled the pace throughout a 3–0 shutout win over the Patriots. Scott Kramer opened 
the scoring with the eventual game-winner midway through the first, finishing a feed from Mike Coletti. Just minutes 
later, Coletti added a goal of his own to give the Chiefs a 2–0 lead after one. 

The second period remained scoreless as both teams tightened up defensively, but the Chiefs maintained the edge 
in chances and puck control. The Patriots were unable to generate sustained pressure despite a competitive shot 
total. 



Kramer sealed the victory with his second goal of the night in the third period, while Jeff Nawrocki turned aside all 12 
shots he faced to earn the shutout. The disciplined effort secured a complete performance for the Chiefs from start to 
finish. 

 
Presidents Edge Bulldogs 1–0 on Ryan’s Second-Period Goal 

In a tight, defensive battle, the Presidents eked out a 1–0 victory over the Bulldogs. Mike Ryan scored the game’s 
lone goal at 4:38 of the second period, assisted by Jon Choate and Sean Fitzgerald, which proved to be the decisive 
play. 

Both teams generated solid offensive pressure, with the Bulldogs outshooting the Presidents 19–18, but were unable 
to convert on key chances. Dan Nason stopped all 19 shots he faced to secure the win for the Presidents, while Greg 
Lantz kept the Bulldogs in the game with a strong performance in net. 

The game was relatively clean, with minor penalties on both sides, but neither team could break the deadlock beyond 
Ryan’s timely strike. The Presidents’ ability to capitalize on that single opportunity made the difference. 

 


