
Winter 2026: Week 14 
 RECAP 

 

Threshers Spoil Vipers Playoff Hopes with Overtime Win 

The Threshers delivered a crushing blow to the Vipers’ playoff hopes, rallying for a dramatic 3–2 overtime victory, 
despite having only 6 players in the game. The Vipers came out strong, controlling play early and taking a first-period 
lead on a goal from Mike Wright. They continued to apply pressure throughout the game, outshooting the Threshers 
39–25, but were unable to fully capitalize on their scoring chances. 

The Threshers responded in the second period with a goal from Eric Johnson, but the Vipers quickly answered with a 
shorthanded tally from Mike McCarthy to regain the lead. In the third period, Duncan Morrissey stepped up for the 
Threshers, tying the game and forcing overtime. Despite being outplayed statistically, the Threshers stayed 
opportunistic and resilient. 

In overtime, Morrissey struck again, netting the game-winner off a setup from Johnson to seal the comeback victory. 
Will Lundberg stood tall in net, turning aside a barrage of shots to keep his team in the game. The loss marked a bitter 
end for the Vipers, whose playoff hopes were dashed despite a strong overall performance. 

 

Mariners Edge Kodiaks in Overtime, Set Stage for Playoff Rematch 

The Mariners and Kodiaks battled through a tightly contested matchup that needed overtime to decide, with the 
Mariners pulling out a 3–2 victory. Kyle Smythe opened the scoring for the Mariners in the first period, but the Kodiaks 
answered late in the frame with a goal from Luke Whalen to even things up. Both teams showed strong defensive 
structure in the second period, which ended scoreless despite solid chances on both sides. 



The third period brought more intensity as Alex Alpert gave the Mariners a 2–1 lead, only for Jason Bernard to respond 
quickly for the Kodiaks to tie the game again. With the score locked at 2–2, both teams tightened up defensively while 
still generating quality chances, forcing the game into overtime. The physical play picked up, and neither side gave 
much space as the stakes increased. 

In overtime, Shayne Fryia delivered the game-winner at 3:03, finishing a play set up by James Doucette and John 
Krukiel. Adam Figlioli earned the win in net with a steady performance, while the Mariners capitalized on their 
opportunities in key moments. With the two teams set to meet again next week in the playoffs, this thriller could be a 
preview of an intense postseason showdown. 

Yellowjackets Dominate Monarchs Ahead of Playoff Clash 

The Yellowjackets sent a strong message ahead of the playoffs with a convincing 6–2 win over the shorthanded 
Monarchs. Despite a fairly even shot total, the Yellowjackets were far more efficient offensively, jumping out to an early 
lead in the first period behind goals from Trey McMillen and Eric Murray. The Monarchs managed to stay within reach 
early thanks to a response from Mike Kelly, but they struggled to contain the Yellowjackets’ attack. 

The game broke open in the second period as the Yellowjackets exploded for four goals. McMillen netted what would 
become the game-winner, while Dan Chouinard, Mike Kennedy, and Ryan Twigg added to the surge. John Petricig 
was a key playmaker throughout the period, contributing multiple assists and driving the offensive pressure. The 
Monarchs found the net once in the frame, but were ultimately overwhelmed by the relentless scoring run. 

With no scoring in the third period, the Yellowjackets comfortably closed out the win behind steady goaltending from 
John Belanger. The victory gives them momentum heading into the postseason, while the Monarchs will need to 
regroup defensively before the rematch. If this game is any indication, the Yellowjackets enter the playoff matchup with 
a clear edge in both confidence and offensive firepower. 

 

The Classics Division wrapped up its regular season in dramatic fashion, with playoff positions not finalized until the 
final games were complete. After a loss to the Hawks, the Astros stayed to watch the Longhorns vs. Reapers 
matchup - knowing a Reapers win would have knocked them out of the top four. The Longhorns came through, 
securing the Astros’ playoff spot. 

In the battle for home ice, the Mountainmen fell to the Fury, allowing the Spartans to capitalize and move into second 
place with a key win. 

The stage is now set - good luck to all Classics teams as the playoffs begin this week! 



 

Hawks Edge Astros in Back-and-Forth 5–4 Thriller 

The Hawks outlasted the Astros in a tightly contested 5–4 battle, with both teams matching each other shot-for-shot in 
a high-energy game. Sean Soares opened the scoring for the Hawks in the first period, setting the tone early. The 
Astros responded in the second period with two goals, but the Hawks kept pace thanks to contributions from Ted 
Duggan and others, sending the game into the third period deadlocked. 

The final frame delivered the game’s most dramatic moments, with both teams trading goals in quick succession. Don 
Sprague and Jim Mulhern gave the Hawks key tallies, while the Astros stayed within striking distance behind goals 
from Barry Lines and Mike Simon. With the game hanging in the balance, Peter Fallon delivered the decisive blow, 
scoring the game-winner midway through the third period off a well-executed setup. 

Nick Anderson secured the win in net for the Hawks, holding off a late push from the Astros to preserve the narrow 
lead. With both teams finishing with 20 shots, the difference came down to timely scoring and execution in critical 
moments. The Hawks’ ability to respond under pressure proved to be the difference in an exciting, evenly played 
matchup. 

Longhorns Build Early Lead, Hold Off Reapers 5–3 

The Longhorns used a dominant first period to power past the Reapers in a 5–3 victory. Scoring four times in the 
opening frame, the Longhorns set the tone early with goals from Bob Sideropoulos, Brook Conley, and John Zimmer. 
The Reapers managed to get one back from Dan Sloan, but a shorthanded goal by Conley late in the period proved to 
be the game-winner and gave the Longhorns firm control heading into intermission. 

The Longhorns added to their lead early in the second period as Zimmer struck again, extending the advantage to 5–
1. From there, they shifted to a more defensive approach, limiting quality chances and relying on steady goaltending 
from Jesse Schwalm. Despite being outshot slightly in the third period, the Longhorns maintained their structure and 
forced the Reapers to chase the game. 

The Reapers mounted a late push with two quick goals from Ronnie May, but the comeback effort fell short. Howie 
Bumpus took the loss in net as the early deficit proved too much to overcome. The Longhorns’ explosive start ultimately 
made the difference, allowing them to withstand the late surge and secure the win. 



Spartans Pull Away from Bolts Behind Martin’s Big Night 

The Spartans used a strong all-around performance to defeat the Bolts 6–3, breaking open what was initially a 
competitive game. Mike Martin got things started in the first period with a goal to give the Spartans an early edge. The 
Bolts responded in the second period with a burst of offense, briefly tying and keeping pace as Dave Richardson led 
their attack with multiple contributions. 

The turning point came late in the second period when the Spartans regained control. Martin struck twice more in quick 
succession, including the game-winning goal, completing a hat trick and swinging momentum firmly in his team’s favor. 
Special teams also played a key role, as the Spartans capitalized on power-play opportunities to extend their lead while 
limiting the Bolts’ chances. 

In the third period, the Spartans pulled away with additional goals from Mike Aylward and another power-play tally from 
Martin, sealing the victory. Matt Nelson was steady in net, while Rick Welch took the loss despite a solid effort. The 
Spartans’ balanced scoring and timely execution proved too much for the Bolts, as they closed out the game with 
authority. 

 

Fury Hold Off Mountainmen in Tight 4–3 Battle 

The Fury edged the Mountainmen 4–3 in a closely contested matchup that saw momentum swing throughout the first 
two periods. The Mountainmen struck first on a goal from Joe O’Connell, but the Fury quickly answered with back-to-
back goals from Shawn Herron and Shawn Malloy to take a 2–1 lead after the opening frame. Both teams showed 
efficiency with limited shots, capitalizing on their scoring chances early. 

The second period featured a flurry of action, with both sides trading goals in rapid succession. Walter Sullivan and 
Jim Daniels scored for the Mountainmen to keep things even, while Malloy added his second of the game for the Fury. 
The decisive moment came in the final seconds of the period when Jay DiCarlo found the back of the net with just three 
seconds remaining, giving the Fury a crucial 4–3 lead heading into the third. 

A scoreless third period saw both teams tighten defensively, with goaltender Mark Dwyer standing strong to preserve 
the win for the Fury. Ron Hughes took the loss despite a solid effort in net. In the end, the late second-period goal 
proved to be the difference, as the Fury held on to secure a hard-fought victory. 

 



Chiefs Strike Early, Hold Off Presidents for 4–3 Win 

The Chiefs built an early cushion and held on late to defeat the Presidents 4–3 in a fast-paced matchup. Andrew Burke 
led the charge in the opening period, scoring twice in quick succession to give the Chiefs a 2–0 lead. Backed by strong 
puck movement and a clear edge in shots, the Chiefs controlled the early tempo while keeping the Presidents on their 
heels. 

The Presidents responded in the second period with a goal from Adam Young, cutting the deficit and shifting some 
momentum. The third period turned into a back-and-forth battle, as Jonathan Dwyer and Mike Sullivan each found the 
net for the Presidents to keep the pressure on. However, the Chiefs answered at key moments, including a crucial 
unassisted goal from Jeff Simpson that stood as the game-winner. 

Jeff Nawrocki made enough saves to secure the victory despite a late push, while Jerry Tarmey took the loss after 
facing heavy pressure throughout the game. The Presidents showed resilience in their comeback attempt, but the 
Chiefs’ strong start ultimately proved to be the difference in a tightly contested finish. 

 

 

Bulldogs Pull Away from Patriots in 5–3 Victory 

The Bulldogs outlasted the Patriots 5–3 in a competitive matchup that saw both teams trade momentum early. The first 
period featured back-and-forth scoring, with Art Caron opening for the Bulldogs before Paul Cavan answered for the 
Patriots. A power-play goal from Chris Daale helped the Bulldogs regain the edge, but Mark Kaplan struck in the final 
second of the period to even things at 2–2 heading into intermission. 

The Bulldogs took control in the second period, with Robert Sullivan and John Mazzeo leading the charge. Sullivan’s 
goal gave the Bulldogs the lead, while Mazzeo netted what would stand as the game-winner to make it 4–2. The 
Patriots struggled to generate sustained offense during the middle frame, allowing the Bulldogs to dictate play and 
build a cushion. 

In the third period, Tom Gentile brought the Patriots within one, but the Bulldogs sealed the win with a shorthanded 
empty-net goal from Steve Lemish. Greg Lantz earned the victory in net, even contributing an assist on the final goal, 
while David Nadell took the loss. The Bulldogs’ strong second period proved to be the difference as they secured the 
5–3 win. 

 


